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Introduction UtVlERSIn Of IIIULS
Today, more than ever before, South Africa stands at one of the focal
points of the world's attention. World opinion is following a liberal trend,
whereas the South African outlook has remained dominantly conservative. As
South African thought and action diverges more and more from the accepted
norm, criticism and condemnation increase. However, although much of the
criticism is uninformed and opportunistic, there are a great many thinking
men and women who are seriously perturbed by the role which the whites who
control the southern tip of the African continent must inevitably play in
the international balance of power.
Therefore, the desire to learn more about the background, history and
culture of the South African nation is likely to increase. Courses in African
studies are given at a number of North American universities, and increasing
emphasis is certain to be laid upon the political unit known as the Republic
of South Africa, as the boiling point in the cauldron of Africa approaches.
It is the peculiarly complex task of the librarian to foresee the subject
areas which are likely to interest scholars and the public in the future,
and to meet the demands as they arise. It is with a view to assisting the
acquisition and reference librarian that this paper has been compiled. With
the basic national and subject bibliographies beside him, the librarian will
be able to trace titles requested by the historian, the social scientist,
the geographer, the general reader, or any student of South African affairs.
The aim has been to indicate the bibliographies of South Africana which are
available, and to discuss briefly their historical development, and the impor-
tance, use, scope and arrangement of each.
The main sources of information for this paper have been Musiker's
Guide to South African Reference Books, and the South African Public Library's
Bibliography of African Bibliographies, both of which are discussed in detail
below. The items have been handled and examined wherever possible. The
* Originally prepared as a term paper for course No. 1010: Bibliography and
Reference Service: Books and Materials, given by Professor Florence Murray
at the University of Toronto School of Library Science.
bibliographies which have been included are as a rule confined to those which
contain material dealing with the present Republic of South Africa, although
some do include material on the Rhodesias and the Portuguese territories, and
one or two embrace countries even further north. Full bibliographic details
of the works discussed and of other sources consulted, are given in the section
headed "References," at the end of the paper, in the order cited in the text.
Historical Background
Ian Colvin has written that South Africa is rich in bibliographic interest.
The travels and descriptions of the early Portuguese explorers, the records of
the first settlers at the Cape of Good Hope, the influences from Europe, the
political upheavals of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the rise of Afri-
kaans language and literature - all these are of interest and importance to the
scholar. But at the time of Union, a brief fifty-six years ago, there were no
satisfactory bibliographic keys to this knowledge.
The early attempts at bibliography were limited in scope, and were inade-
quate for a comprehensive study of Africana. A general catalog of the books in
the South African Public Library, pbulished in 1862,2 did not sift out material
connected with the country, although it did contain a list of 159 books in
African languages; but an important collection of Cape pamphlets, known to have
been present in the library at the time, was not included. In the same period,
great scholar of African languages, Dr. W. H. Bleek, compiled a catalog of the
collection which Sir George Grey, governor of the Cape Colony, presented to the
South African Public Library, 3 and the first volume lists works dealing with
South African philology.
The first general bibliography of any note was the Catalogue of Books
Relating to South Africa, compiled by Charles Aken Fairbridge and John Noble,
and published in 1886. It enumerated books containing information on the Cape
of Good Hope, and that part of Africa south of the Zambezi River. The majority
of the books were to be found in the South African Public Library, or in Fair-
bridge's private collection, which has since come into the possession of the
S.A.P.L. The catalog does not include collections of voyages and travels, Blue
Books, parliamentary papers or pamphlets, but it lists over 600 works, many of
great rarity.
Apart from Bleek's bibliography of South African philology, a few other
subject bibliographies appeared during this early period, including Wilman's
bibliography of geology and mineralogy,5 Macowan and Bolus' botanical bibliog-
raphy, which formed part of an unfinished Catalogue of Printed Books and Papers
Relating to South Africa,b and Theal's bibliographic notes to his classic History
of South Africa.'
There were very few contributions from Europe at this time. The most note-
worthy was Francis Edwards' Catalogue of Africana, which was issued in 1902,
and which included over 3,000 items.0 Although it was intended as a trade catalog,
it is still very useful for reference purposes. Paulitschke's Die Afrika-Liter-
atur, 15500-1750, contained a bibliographic essay which was a contribution to
the sources of South African geographical knowledge.
3Mendelssohn
However, the classic and standard retrospective bibliography is Sidney
Mendelssohn's South African Bibliography, published in 1910,10 with a fac-
simile reprint in 1957.11 To quote Colvin again, "A good many bricks have
been baked - even single rooms have been constructed; but Mr. Mendelssohn is
the first who has attempted a complete and comprehensive structure."1 2
Mendelssohn can be called the Sabin of South Africa, and the phrase "not in
Mendelssohn" is used in dealers' catalogs to indicate works of great rarity.
He was born in Bristol in 1861, and came to South Africa as a child.
He later joined the New Vaal River Diamond Company in Kimberly as an employee,
and eventually became its head. Fortunes were easily made in the early days
of the diamond fields; he became very wealthy, and was able to retire from
business at an early age. 1 3
Having a great deal of leisure at his disposal, he began to collect
books on South Africa. He travelled widely, and ransacked the bookshops of
the world to build one of the finest collections of Africana in existence.
He hoped to be able to collect all the titles mentioned by Fairbridge and
Noble in their bibliography, as well as in the bibliographical notes of Theal's
History of South Africa. He began to maintain catalog records of his books,
and he added to these records the titles of works which he had traced during
the course of his travels and researches, notably in the British Museum, the
libraries of the Colonial Office, the Royal Colonial Institute Library, the
Royal Library at the Hague, and the Library of Congress.
The idea of publishing his catalogue was born in 1904, when a speaker
at a conference of South African librarians emphasized the need for a more
exhaustive bibliography of works on South Africa than then existed.
Mendelssohn was a contemporary of Cecil Rhodes, and their lives had
followed similar patterns. They had both amassed substantial fortunes on
the Kimberly diamond fields, but whereas Rhodes had entered politics, Mendels-
sohn had become a bibliophile and bibliographer. Both had dreams of a great
British Empire stretching from the Cape to Cairo. Mendelssohn envisaged
South Africa as becoming "a power of first rank in that confederation of Empire
which flourishes under the British flag." He therefore planned the publication
of his bibliography for 1910, the year of the birth of the new nation: "The
task ... has been ... a labour of love, and ... I have looked upon it as a
kind of modest contribution to the Union of South Africa."l11
His contribution to bibliography did not end with the publication of
his work. Under the terms of his will, he left his entire collection to the
Library of Parliament in Cape Town, as well as sums of money to be used to
purchase rare or important old works, and noteworthy new works: "Thus the
collection will be kept up to date, and the rarer and older works acquired
as the opportunity occurs."1 5
Mendelssohn died in 1917, at the early age of fifty-six, and his collec-
tion is now housed in a special section of the Library of Parliament.
The bibliography itself is relatively easy to use, and is an essential
tool for bibliographic and reference work connected with South Africa prior
to 1910, It contains about 7,000 items, and the arrangement is alphabetical by
author, or by title when the author is not know. There are certain exceptions
to this rule, such as entry of newspapers under the city of publication, and
entry of biographies under the name of the biographee, with reference from the
name of the author. Some periodical articles are included.
The completeness of the entries is all that a bibliographer could wish for.
Full names or initials of the authors age given, as well as full title, publisher,
place of publication and date. Nearly every entry has a descriptive annotation,
which gives a clear idea of the subject matter of the book. There are twenty-
six reproductions of illustrations from some of the works listed. All the works
in Mendelssohn's own collection are starred.
The work includes a number of features of interest and use, such as a list
of South African Imperial blue books, an index of articles in South African and
foreign periodicals dealing with various aspects of the country, a list of
autograph letters in his collection, an appendix of late additions to the bibliog-
raphy, a chronological and topographical subject index to the titles listed,
and a list of maps.
The original edition of the bibliography has become a valuable item of Afri-
cana, as only 450 copies were printed for sale, but the 1957 reprint has made it
available to a new generation of librarians and library patrons
The bibliography is kept up to date by unpublished supplements at the Library
of Parliament, although it was for a time supplemented by the Library of Parlia-
ment's annual list of Africana received.l6
The staff of the South African Public Library, which is in close proximity
to the Library of Parliament, is in the process of editing a greatly expanded new
edition of Mendelssohn's bibliography. The aim is to record omissions from, and
corrections to, the bibliography, as well as adding material published up to
1925. Over 23,000 items have been added from various libraries in Cape Town,
Johannesburg and Stellenbosch.1 7 No publication date has yet been set, but the
appearance of this new edition is eagerly awaited.
Theal
Following on the success of Mendelssohn's bibliography, South Africa's great-
est historian, Georgf McCall Theal, decided to publish a catalog of the works in
his own collection. This bibliography is by no means as comprehensive as Men-
delssohn's, but it is of interest for its notes, in which Theal gives his opinion
of the value and reliability of the books from the point of view of the historian.
Books in German are not annotated fully, as Theal admits to being unable to read
this language.
A number of titles in the British Museum and the South African Public Library,
but not in Theal's own collection, are also included. This work is of value to
the collector of Africana today, and a facsimile reprint was recently published
by C. Struik of Cape Town.1 9
His entries consist of author and title, and a description of the collation
and imprint ("a crown octavo volume of two hundred and sixty-eight pages, published
in London in 1907") which Succeeds only in adding unnecessary pages to the bibliog-
raphy without improving the clarity of bibliographic description. Although
Mendelssohn's work is more comprehensive, a number of works are listed in
Theal, but not in Mendelssohn, particularly in the Dutch and Afrikaans
languages.
South African Catalogue of Books
For nearly three decades after the appearance of Mendelssohn's and Theal's
bibliographies, no further comprehensive bibliographies were published. Li-
brarians, research workers and the general reader were severely handicapped
by the lack of guides to the literature from 1912 onwards.
Then in 1939 Nico S. Coetzee published his South African Catalogue of
Books, covering the period 1900-1939. 2 0 It was a slim volume of 257 pages,
but it was said to contain 4,000 to 5,000 entries. It was intended to be a
trial list, and was compiled with the bookseller as well as the librarian in
mind. The preface contained eulogies by several prominent English and Afri-
kaans-speaking booksellers and librarians.
Several editions were published during the ensuing years, the fourth
complete edition, consisting of two volumes in mimeographed form, covering
the period 1900-1950.21 It includes all books published in South Africa in
English, Afrikaans and African languages, with the exception of government
publications and the publications of most mission presses. The books are
entered under title as well as author, and the author entry gives full details
regarding paging, publisher, place of publication, size and price. Pseudony-
mous authors are entered under their pseudonymous names. The reproduction and
quality of the paper is very poor, but the South African Catalogue is the only
tool available which attempts to list the books published in South Africa
between the two World Wars.
Volume 1, A-K, of the fifth complete edition, 1900-1954, was published
in 1956, but Volume 2 is still awaited.2 2 Until the appearance of this edi-
tion, monthly supplements to the fourth edition, which were cumulated annually,
were issued. The first four editions of the Catalogue were published en-
tirely on the responsibility of the compiler, and only with the appearance of
the fifth edition was a commercial publisher found.
Nienaber
One of the most remarkable achievements in South African bibliography
was the compilation by P. J. Nienaber of a bibliography of Afrikaans books,
from 1861 to 1958.23 Nienaber is professor of Afrikaans language and litera-
ture at the University of the Witwatersrand, and he has devoted his life to
study and research in his subject. He has been the friend and confidante of
many Afrikaans writers, and has built up a unique library of Afrikaans lan-
guage and literature, which was recently bought by the Cape Provincial Admin-
istration Library Service, as Nienaber was no longer able to house it ade-
quately .24
Nienaber set out to trace every single work published in Afrikaans, and
he succeeded remarkably well in his task. His first volume covers a period
of eighty-two years, from the time when Afrikaans was considered to be a
6barbarous patois, until the time that it came into its own as the language of
a nation, with its own language academy and its own flourishing literature. The
succeeding three volumes, which cover the periods 1943-1948, 1948-1953 and 1953-
1958, list every work published during that time. Each volume contains author,
title and subject lists, as well as lists of pseudonyms, writers' addresses,
and names of publishers.
The first volume has been out of print for many years, and fetches high
prices on the second-hand market. In spite of the esteem in which the work is
held, the compiler has been unable to obtain financial backing for his work,
but has published each volume himself.
Nienaber's work provides an invaluable chronological-alphabetical record
of the growth of Afrikaans literature and publishing, and it contains titles
which cannot be traced through any other source.
Current Bibliography
A common feature of most of the bibliographies described thus far is that
they are the work of individuals, with little or no outside financial or moral
support. It is due entirely to the determination and dedication of people like
Mendelssohn and Nienaber that the literature of South Africa has been documented.
Libraries have only recently become aware of the part that they should play in
the production of bibliographic reference tools. South Africa is in the unusual
position of having five libraries which are entitled to receive locally-published
material under the terms of the Copyright Act, No. 9 of 1916. Two of these,
namely the State Library in Pretoria, and the South African Public Library in
Cape Town, are national libraries.
SANB.-The State Library in Pretoria began issuing monthly mimeographed lists of
publications received under the terms of the Copyright Act, in 1933.25 The lists
were cumulated annually and were arranged alphabetically by author, each entry
giving such details as author, title, imprint, collation, series, and, occasion-
ally, price. It included government publications, central as well as provincial,
and works from many specialist presses. It was not annotated, and did not have
a classified or subject arrangement, but it was useful for checking and ordering
purposes. It was mimeographed, and like the-South African Catalogue of Books,
was sadly lacking in typographical merit.
In 1959 this list was superseded by SANB: South African National Bibliog-
raphy, which filled a long-felt want for a current cumulative national bibliog-
raphy. Three quarterly issues and an annual cumulation are issued each year.
The entries are arranged according to the main classes of the Dewey decimal class-
ification schedules, and within each group the arrangement is alphabetical by
author. Books in African languages are grouped together at 490, and arranged
alphabetically by language. Full details regarding author, title, publisher,
date, price and Dewey class number are recorded. Juvenile works are marked
accordingly.
In each issue there are also sections listing sheet music, publications
of the South African Bureau of Standards, official publications of the central
and provincial governments, and an author-title index, as well as statistics of
book production in South Africa, givingthe number of books published in the
various subject fields and languages, and in translation.
Africana Nova, The South African Public Library in Cape Town, under its
former librarian, D. H. Varley, and its present librarian, A. M. Lewin
Robinson, has carried out a great deal of valuable work in the bibliographic
field. From 1946 to 1958 it included in its Quarterly Bulletin a classified
bibliography of material dealing with South Africa.2Y These lists became so
lengthy that they were superseded in 1958 by a separate publication, Africana
Nova.20 This is a quarterly bibliography of books currently published in
and about South Africa, and, unlike SABE, is not limited to works with South
African imprints.
The entries are classified according to the Universal decimal classifi-
cation schedules, and each issue has its own author-title index. The entries
are not cumulated, but there is a cumulative author-title index at the end
of each year. Since March 1962 a list of recent official publications has
been included.
Controversy has raged for some time over the necessity for two national
libraries. Although the functions of the libraries are similar, duplication
of activity is kept to a minimum. The State Library, Pretoria, serves as a
national bibliographic centre, and administers the inter-library loan system,
as well as being responsible for the publication of SANB. The South African
Public Library is the national reference library, and as part of its function
it issues its subject-classified list, as well as the series of Grey Bibliog-
raphies.
Grey Bibliographies. - This series has taken its place in the front rank of
bibliographic tools. For any study of or research on South Africa, Number 7
the Bibliography of African Bibliographies must always be a starting point.29
It was first compiled by P. Freer and D. H. Varley, and published in South
African Libraries for October 1942 and January 1943. It was later expanded
by A. M. Lewin Robinson, and published as Grey Bibliography Number 2, in 1948.
Supplements appeared in the Quarterly Bulletin of the South African Public
Library. A third, revised edition was published in 1955 as Number 6 in the
series, and the present fourth edition appeared in 1961.
Although the bibliography is not limited to South Africa, but includes
all countries in Africa south of the Sahara, it lists South African bibliog-
raphies in considerable detail. Entries are arranged according to the Univer-
sal decimal classification abridged English edition, with certain modifications
and are limited to bibliographies of some length and substance. Shorter
booklists in authoritative works have been excluded unless they are the only
material available. Entries include the author, title, publisher, date, pag-
ination, UDC class number and a subject heading.
Three bibliographies of serial publications have been included in the
Grey Bibliography series. Although they are all somewhat out of date, and
revised editions have not so far been issued, they are useful for historical
research and for tracing older, and possibly no longer current, titles.
Number 3 is a union list of South African newspapers. 3 0 It was published
in 1950, and lists newspapers on file in various libraries across the country.
Entries are arranged alphabetically by place of publication, and include date
8of first issue, date ceased, changes of title, if any, and locations in twenty-
one libraries, as well as the holdings of each library. Although the list is
sixteen years old, it is still a valuable tool for research purposes, because
of the complete list of early and often rare material included. In some cases
only one copy of one issue of a newspaper is known to exist. An index of titles
is included.
The fourth Grey Bibliography is a classified list of South African annual
publications, as of March 31st, 1951.31 The entries are arranged under subject
headings, and include directories, yearbooks, and handbooks on religion, native
affairs, sociology, education, science and technology, history and antiquities,
etc. Publications such as stud and herd books, which appear at two or three
yearly intervals, have also been included, as well as some government depart-
mental reports. Reports of societies and institutions have been excluded. The
entries are fairly full, and include publishers' addresses, as well as annotations
indicating the main contents. This list has become less useful with the passing
of time, and it is in need of revision.
Number 5 in the series is the Handlist of South African Periodicals Current
in December 1951, compiled by C. D. Saul. 2 Only current titles are included,
and the entries, which are classified into broad subject groups, are very brief,
giving only title, name and address of publisher, price, frequency, and titles
of indexes in which the periodical is indexed. The information given is, of course,
very out of date, as many of the titles listed have ceased publication, and a
great many new periodicals have appeared since 1951. However, supplements to
this bibliography are published from time to time in the Quarterly Bulletin of
the South African Public Library.
Guide to South African Reference Books. - In the compilation of this paper, two
bibliographies have been relied upon very heavily. One, the Bibliography of
African Bibliographies, has already been discussed. The other is Reuben Musiker's
Guide to South African Reference Books.33  This work had its origins about fifteen
years ago in a class project of the University of Cape Town School of Librarian-
ship. The work performed by the students, which had not been published, was en-
larged by Musiker in 1955, and published as the first edition of Guide to South
African Reference Books. It was modelled on Constance Winchell's Guide to Reference
Books. The second edition appeared in 1958 as Number 1 in the University of Cape
Town School of Librarianship Booklist Series, and the third edition in 1963, by
which time the compiler had been appointed assistant librarian at Rhodes Univer-
sity Library, and the publication was therefore undertaken by that library. The
latest, fourth edition, was published by a commercial firm, A. A. Balkema of
Cape Town, in 1965.
Musiker's aim was to include the most important reference books on South
African topics. It is not intended as a select list for a South African library
(this function was performed by Morris' Reference Works for Public Library Use34)
but is limited to books published in South Africa, with a few exceptions to fill
the gaps. Not all the books listed are reference works - some are of the hand-
book type.
Types of works which are excluded are certain annual publications, subject
bibliographies, text books, most periodicals, official departmental guides,
brochures, Post Office telephone directories, railway timetables and university
calendars. It is not comprehensive for Afrikaans material, and out-of-print
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books are included only when they are standard sources. The annotations pro-
vide a useful summary of the scope of the titles listed. The arrangement
is by broad subject group, corresponding generally to the main divisions of
the Dewey classification schedules, and there is an index of authors, titles,
and some subjects.
Musiker's bibliography is an essential tool for establishing reference
sources for South African material, particularly as a great many of the titles
are minor works which are not of sufficient general interest to merit in-
clusion in the bibliographies of Walford and Winchell.
Theses
South African students are fortunate in having at their disposal a
comprehensive bibliography of theses which have been presented at South African
universities since 1918. In 1943, A. M. Lewin Robinson published a mimeo-
graphed index of theses, covering the period 1918-1941, which is still a
standard and very useful bibliographic tool.35 It made more accessible the
contents of theses, enabling prospective candidates for higher degrees to de-
termine what had already been done in their field, and to trace the results
of research in narrow or obscure fields.
The arrangement of the titles is based on the common division of sub-
jects in the university curriculum, and on the scheme used by the Association
of Research Librarians in its Doctoral Dissertations Accepted by American
Universities. The divisions are fairly specific, and are subarranged within
each group alphabetically by author. There is a very useful and specific
subject index, as well as an index to authors' names. All the theses listed
could not be examined by the compiler, and therefore the subject matter was
determined from the title, although expert advice was sought when necessary.
A total of 1,757 titles has been listed. Each entry includes the name of
the degree, the university at which it was presented, and the locations of
copies.
Robinson does not claim that his list is exhaustive, as for many years
there was no policy for the preservation of theses in university libraries,
and a number may have been lost. Some titles, of which no extant copies could
be located, were traced by means of listings in university calendars.
Robinson's bibliography pioneered the field, but it was to be fifteen
years before anyone attempted to prepare a supplement, in order to bring
the list up to date. In 1959 the University of Potchefstroom published a
Union Catalogue of Theses and Dissertations, which covered the period 1942-
1958, and which was compiled by S. I. Malan.39
The scope is similar to that of Robinson's list, although the arrange-
ment is different. The entries are grouped by broad subject area, and sub-
divided by the name of the university at which the thesis was presented.
Within each university, the arrangement is alphabetical by author. There is
an author index, but no subject index. Annual supplements are issued, and a
total of four, covering the years 1959, 1960, 1961 and 1962, have appeared
to date. The first two were prepared by Malan, but upon his departure from
Potchefstroom to take up an appointment elsewhere, the compilation was under-
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taken by staff members of the Ferdinand Postma Library of the University of
Potchefstroom. As the work no longer depends on the enthusiasm and effort of
only one individual, its continuation is assured. It is to be regretted that
the bibliography does not contain a subject index. When looking for a thesis
on a particular topic, it is necessary to search through the lists of all the
universities. The compiler, however, is of the opinion that it is important for
the student to have the theses in each subject field grouped according to the
university-to which they were submitted.
As the name implies, this is a union list, and the locations of copies of
the theses are given. A useful feature is the statistics of degrees conferred
at South African universities; furthermore, if any of the theses have been
published, this fact is indicated.
Government Documents
One of the largest gaps in South African bibliography is in the
documentation of government publications. Bibliographies of official publica-
tions are included in the current national bibliographies, but there is no retro-
spective list, apart from the brief list in Mendelssohn's bibliography. An
important and long-awaited cumulative index to the manuscript annexures and
printed papers of the House of Assembly, was, however, published in 1963. J' 38
Periodicals
A list of periodicals, in the Grey Bibliography series, has already been
described. However, for up-to-date details regarding periodicals published in
South Africa which are held in South African libraries, the research worker would
do well to turn to Periodicals in South African Libraries.3 9  This is probably
the greatest cooperative achievement in South African library history. It is
a union list of the locations of all serials to be found in South African libraries,
although naturally it is the details of South African periodicals which will be
of greatest interest to workers in other countries. PISAL, as it is popularly
known, was preceded by several lists of somewhat limited scope, 4 , 42 and
by the Catalogue of Union Periodicals, begun by P. Freer in 1943. The work
was published in two volumes, Volume 1 containing a list of periodicals in science
and technology, and Volume 2 containing a list in the humanities. Two supplements
to Volume 1 were issued, in 1949 and 1953.
However, to be of value as a research tool, a union list should continually
be kept up to date, and for this reason, the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research embarked on the publication of PISAL in 1961. It appears in looseleaf
form, and revised sheets and sections for each letter can be inserted as they
appear. A binder is provided for every 1,000 pages. To date, letters A-I have
been issued, and as the work of editing and publishing is continuous, publication
in revised form will recommence with the letter A, once the alphabet is completed.44, 45
Entries have been amalgamated into one alphabetical sequence, embracing all the
information contained in the four volumes of the Catalogue of Union Periodicals,
together with corrections and additions received up to December 1959.
Although PISAL includes periodicals from a large number of countries and
in many languages, it is still an essential bibliography of South African period-
icals. No more complete list could be found anywhere, as any South African
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periodical available for consultation in the country is listed.
A tool to be usgd in conjunction with PISAL is the Index to South
African Periodicals. This venture was started by the South African Library
Association in 1940, but as a result of the scattering of the indexers through-
out the country, delays in publication became inevitable, and the Johannesburg
Public Library therefore took over the work.
Not every journal or periodical article is indexed. Only the most
significant or generally useful are included. Newspapers, ephemeral house
journals, church magazines, hobby and craft journals, trade union publications
and highly specialized industrial journals are omitted. Scholarly journals,
and in particular those in the scientific and technological field, are fully
indexed, and the more general and popular magazines are selectively indexed.
Particular attention has been paid to the selection of articles which may in
future contribute to the history of any aspect of South African life. News
items are omitted, except when they include informed comment or are helpful
in dating events of local interest. Critical reviews are included under the
heading, "Books: reviews," and original literary contributions under the head-
ings, "Childrens' stories," "Poems," "Serial stories" and "Short stories."
Annual volumes are issued, and these are cumulated decennially. The
first decennial cumulation, covering the period 1940-1949, consisted of four
mimeographed volumes: two volumes of entries under English subject headings,
one volume of entries under Afrikaans subject headings, and an author index
volume.
The 1950-1959 cumulation consisted of three volumes of interfiled
author and Library of Congress subject headings. The subject headings for
both English and Afrikaans articles were in English. The practice of entering
English articles under English headings, and Afrikaans articles under Afrikaans
headings, as used in the 1940-1949 cumulation, was discontinued as a result
of the lack of a standardized and continually revised list of subject headings
in Afrikaans. A total of 167 periodicals is indexed in the latest annual
volume.
Subject Bibliography
The number of subject bibliographies has been increasing copiously
during recent years. Many subjects have been covered by students attending
library schools at South African universities. The Bibliographical Series of
the University of Cape Town Library School is an example of the type of work
being carried out. The tool to be used for tracing bibliographies on partic-
ular subjects is, of course, the Bibliography of African Bibliographies. It
is not feasible to select any particular titles for discussion here, as the
scope and range of the subject bibliographies is so great, and the choice
would only be arbitrary. However, brief mention could be made of the Royal
Commonwealth Society Library's Subject Catalogue. 4 7 This is a general subject
bibliography, with two hundred pages devoted to Southern Africa. Although it
is rather old, it provides a useful key to subject information on Southern
Africa prior to 1930.
Conclusion
During the course of the discussion of the bibliographies which are
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available for use by research workers on the problems of South Africa, a pattern
has become apparent.
Until comparitively recent years, the burden of bibliographic research
rested on the shoulders of a few dedicated and hard-working individuals -
Mendelssohn, Nienaber, Coetzee and others. Unaided, and often with very little
financial or moral encouragement, they labored to produce their monumental
works. However, at a later stage, individuals were able to work within the frame-
work of the libraries where they were employed, and to produce their bibliographies
with some backing, as in the case of Robinson, Malan and Musiker. The current
tendency is for the libraries themselves to undertake the compilation and publi-
cation of the bibliographies. The South African Public Library has led the field
in this respect, although a great deal of valuable work has been done by the
University of Cape Town, the Johannesburg Public Library and the State Library,
and, more recently, by the libraries of Potchefstroom University and Rhodes
University.
The National Conference of Library Authorities, held in Pretoria in 1962,
has given an impetus to bibliographic work, particularly as a result of the
recommendation that a Bibliographic Bureau be formed. This Bureau will plan,
promote and coordinate bibliographic services, and ensure that gaps in the present
bibliographic coverage be filled. Among the most pressing needs are regional
bibliographies, bibliographies in certain subjects available within those regions,
a list of books in print, a record of current prices of out-of-print books, an
index of South African periodicals prior to 1940, a retrospective bibliography
of central and provincial government publications, and a complete retrospective
cumulative bibliography of South African books published during the period 1925
to 1958.
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